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Some of the news items for this week are as follows: 

 

1. Oil prices fell on Monday after it was disclosed that OPEC production for April rose to 32.64 mb/d.  

Besides this the market intelligence firm Genscape came out with a report that the stockpile at the 

Cushing, Oklahoma delivery point for WTI crude rose by close to 822 thousand barrels during the 

week of April 29. The oil prices again retreated on Tuesday. The oil prices on Wednesday were 

pushed down further as response to the news that the US crude stocks grew 2.8 mb last week.  

This was much more than what the analysts had predicted and so the crude oil price took a beating.   

By Thursday the news about the huge wildfires around Fort McMurray spreading to five times its 

original size had spread, and that 88,000 people had fled the city.  This has halted some of the oil 

sands mining operations.  Along with this the news about fighting in Libya was also received and 

so the crude oil prices gained some ground on Thursday and Friday. 

2. Iran has indicated that once its oil production levels reach their pre-sanction levels of 2.2 mb/d in 

a couple of months, it would be ready for a joint action with other OPEC members.  Some of the 

OPEC countries and Russia had suggested a ceiling on production levels so as to stem the dropping 

oil prices.  However, there has been no agreement between them. 

So much for the industry news this week. 

For the lighter side this week 

Have you heard of the quote, ‘small things make a big difference’? This could mean different things to 

different people.  To some this could imply small pleasure of life, such as on ma Saturday morning you 

may not like to get out of bed; rather remain there cuddled with someone you love, or on a quiet 
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afternoon/evening you like to have your favourite songs faintly playing on the music system, while you 

sip a drink, or someone offers you a snack that you relish.  Such small things obviously make you happy 

and down the road when you look back you realize these were small things but better than one big thing 

that could have happened, and brought happiness to you. 

This is also true for the work we do for a living.  Small creative things we may do every day, tend to add 

up, and over time we find that very satisfying. In many ways they help us professionally.  A few examples 

can be cited here.  The work you begin for an interpretation project begins small, but you keep adding 

to it piecemeal and it builds up into a good body of work on the basis of which you may generate 

prospects.  Similarly, you write an article for publishing in a journal, by piecing together some ideas that 

together can tell a story on the work you have performed.  The same is true when a book is written, 

chapter by chapter, except that it is on a bigger scale.  But simply putting together some information is 

definitely not the mantra for good work or work that is worth appreciation.  What would make your 

work superior, enhance its quality or become classy?  

A couple of things might come in handy to begin with.  The first thing that comes to mind is creativity.  

To be creative, you need to be passionate, and be prepared to commit yourself to it.  As I have said 

above, it does not have to be a big theory or a revolutionary idea.  Think about a small creative idea and 

then believe in it to make it happen.  The latter part you may call innovation, which brings value to your 

employer.  My life long experience is that such investments and innovation always pay the best interests. 

On another topic now: 

We often come across the expression, ‘Cupid let his arrow loose’.  What this means is the Cupid 

sometimes fires his arrows at complete strangers and makes them fall in love.  In fact Cupid has two 

kinds of arrows – one with a golden tip or point, and another one with a blunt lead tip.  Individuals 

wounded with the golden-tipped arrow are filled with uncontrollable desire and those struck by the 

leaded tip feel averse to love, and tend to run away.  

But who is Cupid? 

In Roman mythology, Cupid was the son of the love goddess, Venus, and the war god, Mars.  He is often 

portrayed as a chubby boy, who has wings (flighty or fleeting nature of love), and holds a bow and arrow 

(source of power). 

In the Middle Ages, Cupid was the symbol of love and was a popular figure.  Even today there are fond 

references made to him, especially around Valentine’s day, or when love takes center stage in the lives 

of lovers. 

 

Did you know? 

.. that honey does not go bad even if it is kept for over a 1000 years? 

Honey has a delicious taste.  But how does it have a huge shelf-life? 
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Honey in its pure form has very little moisture.  Due to this, very little bacteria or micro-organism can 

survive in it, and is thus sometimes applied on open wounds.  Ancient people also used to bury their 

dead embalmed in honey.  Being a hygroscopic substance, it can absorb moisture; if it does then it could 

spoil.  So it should be stored in a proper sealed condition and in a dry place. In addition, honey has a 

somewhat higher acidity, with a pH value between 3 and 4.5.  This also kills bacteria. 

Honey can crystallize below 11oC and thus when put in a refrigerator it can be stored well. It can then be 

put in indirect heat or even in a microwave, when it again returns to its natural state. 

I hope you find these interesting. 

So much for this week! Till the next post, stay safe and happy! 

 


